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The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father (CCC 2759-2865) 

Summary	
Jesus teaches his disciples and us to pray in the words of the "Our Father." The Lord's Prayer is the most perfect of 
prayers, containing all that we rightly desire before God. The "Our Father" is at the heart of every personal and 
communal prayer. There are two versions of the "Our Father" in the Gospels. Luke gives us five petitions, while Matthew 
gives seven, The Church's liturgy prays Matthew's version. The Lord's Prayer is a summary of the entire Gospel and is a 
central part of Christian prayer in the Liturgy of the Hours, the sacraments of Initiation, and particularly the Eucharist. In 
the "Our Father," the first three petitions are addressed to the glory of the Father, the sanctification of his Holy Name, 
the coming of God's Kingdom and the fulfillment of the divine will. The remaining four petitions place our human needs 
before God; asking that our lives be nourished, healed of sin, and made victorious in the struggle of the world. In the 
final "Amen," which means "so be it," we affirm in faith our confidence and trust in God our Father, his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord, and the Holy Spirit, who dwells in our midst. The "Our Father" is a gift through which we return time and time 
again to Jesus, who leads us to God in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Questions	
1. (483-4) Who composed the Lord’s Prayer? 
2. (485-2) What does the word “Our “ remind us about? 
3. (486-1) How do we give witness to God’s holiness? 
4. (486-5) How is God’s kingdom “here and now,” and yet “not here?” 
5. (486-6) Why do we ask the Father to unite our will with Jesus’ will? 
6. (487-2) What is God’s will for us? 
7. (487-2) How can we best carry out God’s will for us? 
8. (487-5) How does “Give us this day our daily bread” relate to the sixth principle of Catholic Social Teaching? 
9. (488-2) Which Beatitude is implies when we pray “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us?” 
10. (488-4) What do we implore and request when we pray: “and lead us not into temptation?” 
11. (488-6) To whom do we entrust ourselves in the petition “and lead us not into temptation,” and for what do we 

ask? 
12. (489-2, 3 & 4) What does the pronoun, “us” used throughout the Lord’s Prayer, signify? 
13. (490-2) What does “Amen” mean and why do we close the prayer with it? 
14. (491-2) What does “experiencing God in Prayer” do for us? 
15. (491-6) What should all forms of prayer do to or for us? 
16. (491-8 through 492-2) In the Biblical mind, what is the heart? 
17. (492-5) What or who prompts prayer of the heart? 
18. (492-5) Are you struggling with a Catholic belief? How might you open your heart and bring that struggle to 

prayer in order to deepen your belief? 


